Erythroblastosis foetalis (haemolytic dis-of the Rh-positive infant is always very ease of the newborn) is an important, if much lower than that in the mother's decreasing cause, of perinatal death. Re-plasma, emphasizing that the relatively sults obtained during the perinatal slow transfer of IgG across the placenta mortality survey (1958) (Claireaux, 1963) plays a crucial role in mitigating the showed that it was responsible for 4 0% severity of the damage. Because of this of all perinatal deaths and the incidence slow transfer, it is quite safe to give in- disease.
Erythroblastosis foetalis was a term coined in 1933 to include the three main types of the disease: (a) hydrops foetalis; PRIMARY RH IMMUNIZATION (b) icterus gravis neonatorum; (c) con-A single injection of Rh-positive red cells genital haemolytic anaemia. This last is induces primary immunization in about not to be confused with congenital sphero-65 % of Rh-negative subjects. With a cytosis. Hydrops foetalis was the most relatively large dose (200 ml cells), anti-Rh severe form of the disease and usually is as a rule readily detectable three to six
